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									Bug hotel

				
				
									How to make your own bug hotel. This activity is loved for its simplicity, the chance to get building, and the satisfaction of ending up with a home for wildlife.
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				Bugs are really important in nature to control pests, pollinate flowers and keep our gardens and parks looking healthy. Why not give our little friends a helping hand by making them a hotel, a really interesting and appealing place to stay and be happy. Making a bug hotel is a really fun activity that anyone can get involved in; from foraging for materials to planning your construction and you don't even need a big space.

To make your bug hotel you will need to find a flat, accessible surface in a cool semi-shaded area.

The following items are really useful for building your structure;

	Hollow tubes e.g. garden hose, cardboard tubes, toilet roll tubes, bamboo canes even plastic bottles with the end cut off – great for solitary bees and ladybirds.
	Dead wood such as twigs, sticks, bark, branches – good for beetles, woodlice and centipedes.
	Dry leaves – This mimics a woodland floor and is ideal for spiders, beetles and woodlice.

Bricks with holes or old house tiles – very inviting for frogs and toads who like cool damp crevices. 
	Straw and reeds – these provide a safe home for invertebrates to burrow in.
	Plant pots (plastic or terracotta).
	Flowers and plants – very attractive for butterflies and bees.
	Rocks - great for spiders and woodlice.
	Compost.

Wooden pallets make a great base to your hotel if you can get hold of one (not essential). There is no one correct way of constructing your bug hotel but if you’re not sure, start by laying some twigs, leaves, straw etc inside one of the large cardboard tubes and then either lay the tubes on the floor or hang from low branches.

Once you have constructed your hotel, you will need to give it a name and decorate the entrance to make the bugs feel welcome! Visit your hotel regularly to undertake maintenance and log your guests. Why not download our ‘guest list’ spotters guide of bugs to keep an eye out for. Tick the box once you have spotted the bug.

We have also produced a spotters guide so that you can tick off your visitors when they check into the hotel 
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									A simple guide to wildflowers: your questions answered
								

							

						

					

				

															
				
					
						
							
	[image: ]


						

						
							
								
									3 reasons why you should be doing outdoor scavenger hunts with kids
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									Nature mobile
								


																	
										Bring the outdoors in with this simple nature mobile activity. Suitable for all ages and creates a lovely takeaway.
									

								
							


							
								
							


						

					

				

							
					
						
							

								
									Nature frames
								


																	
										Nature frames is a sensory nature-based activity designed to discover new things in nature. Simple and fun to do.
									

								
							


							
								
							


						

					

				

							
					
						
							

								
									Grow a sunflower
								


																	
										Simple, pictorial instructions for growing and caring for a sunflower, a simple garden activity that appeals to all ages.
									

								
							


							
								
							


						

					

				

							
					
						
							

								
									Flower drying
								


																	
										Drying flowers creates beautiful craft materials and is a lovely way of encouraging more detailed outdoor exploration.
									

								
							


							
								
							


						

					

				

			
		


	




	
	
	


	

		

			
				
					Sign up to get e-newsletter updates from Sensory Trust.
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									Your donation will help transform the lives of some of the most disadvantaged people in the UK.
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									Buy Sensory Trust books and guides, as well as inclusive activities and resources, from our online shop.
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					PL26 8WE
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				Registered charity

				Registered charity no. 1020670 Company limited by guarantee no. 02811046.

				Orange Spiral Limited is a trading subsidiary of Sensory Trust. Company no. 10622655
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