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The Sensory Trust is set to expand its innovative work plans thanks to an award by the Big Lottery. The Trust will receive £166,000 for a project that will help improve access to the natural environment and open spaces. People with learning difficulties, sensory impairments, literacy difficulties and physical disabilities, as well as young and older people, will help to plan and produce accessible information that can be used to make outdoor environments more accessible. 

The Sensory Trust promotes and supports the creation and management of outdoor spaces that can be used and enjoyed by everyone regardless of age or ability. One of the biggest barriers preventing use of public open spaces is a lack of appropriate information.
Jane Stoneham, Director, Sensory Trust said: "The grant from the Big Lottery Fund is excellent news. Lack of accessible information is a problem for millions of people in this country and this grant means we can do something positive about it. Good information design is engaging, useful and accessible and we look forward to showing how this balance can best be achieved."

The project will include work with the Eden Project, Westonbirt Arboretum and Sheffield City Council to develop accessible information in attractive and involve users in this process.

Tony Kendle, Foundation Director, Eden Project said: "The Sensory Trust is a constant inspiration to Eden, motivating us to explore new approaches and reminding us that public communication that can't be appreciated by the widest audience is no communication at all". 
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Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are at: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 

Notes to Editors
The Sensory Trust promotes and implements:

· an inclusive approach to design and management of outdoor space 

· richer connections between people and place 

· equality of access for all people, regardless of age, disability or background 

The Sensory Trust advises on issues, influences policy, assists professional practice, showcases good practice, organises user-testing by disabled people, provides training/education and develops design and management projects. 
Big Lottery Fund is the joint operating name of the New Opportunities Fund and the National Lottery Charities Board (which made grants under the name of the Community Fund). The Big Lottery Fund, launched on 1 June 2004, is distributing half of all National Lottery good cause funding across the UK.
The Big Lottery Fund is building on the experience and best practice of the merged bodies to simplify funding in those areas where they overlap and to ensure Lottery funding provides the best possible value for money. To date, the two merged Funds have committed more than £5 billion to initiatives with national, regional and local partners from the public, voluntary, charity and private sectors, with a particular focus on disadvantage.
The Strategic Grants Programme provides large and medium-sized grants to help meet the needs of those at greatest disadvantage in society. The Strategic Grants Programme provides funding for projects that cover a wider geographical area and may require larger grants. Strategic Grants benefit projects that span three or more England regions or England as a whole or more than one UK country or the UK as a whole. The programme is due to end in February 2006.
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